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Dating of the construction period of Shimotsu-michi
by its direction

TAKESAKO Shinobu

Abstract

It is believed that the three ancient Yamato roads (Kamitsu-michi, Nakatsu-michi, and
Shimotsu-michi) were constructed at the same time. Specifically, based on Yokooji, which
runs east-west in the southern part of the Yamato Plain, Shimotsu-michi was laid starting
from the northern part of Maruyama Tumulus, and Nakatsu-michi and Kamitsu-michi
were placed at equal intervals from there. However, as a result of the recent excavation of
Shimotsu-michi in Fujiwara-kyo, it was discovered that Shimotsu-michi is divided into
three sections with different orientations. As a result, it has become clear that the
Shimotsu-michi, which was thought to have been constructed at the same time, was
constructed in three sections in three phases. In this paper, we estimate the construction
date based on the orientation of each section by using the True North measurement

method with Pole star at that time.

Key Words: Astronomy, Direction measurement, ancient road, Asuka period
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